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WHAT'S IN A WORD

Purpose: To explore the range of different meanings that different
people can give to the same word.
To explore the possible impact of this upon facilitation.

Time: 15-20 minutes.
What you need: Paper prepared with the word on it and pens for each
partipant.

Possible words: love, conflict, facilitation, power, fear,
anger, joy, learning etc.

How it's done: Each participant writes 10 words to express what the
chosen word means to them. Participants do not share
their words with each other at this stage.

Form groups of 4-5.

Each group is to guess how many words they believe
they will have in common in their group.

Again do not share their words at this stage.

Record on a poster their guesses.

Each group explores the words they have written and
find out how many words they do in fact have in
common.

When finished the facilitator records the actual result
next to their guess.

NOTE: Itis seldom that any group gets even one word
that is common to everyone in their group.

Even for a group of teachers the word LEARNING seldom
produces a common word in a group of 4.

Debrief, adding another question: “How might this
impact you as a facilitator”.
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Certificate of Completion

The Alternatives to Violence Projec
(AVP)

Non-Violence and Conflict Resolution
Training

This is to certify that

has satisfactorily completed an
AVP Basic Level course,

sponsored by
The Asia Foundation, in Kabul, Afghanistan

Facilitators

Date
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